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POINT 3 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
fights to break down barriers by challenging 
individuals’ preconceptions of others and the 
divisions which exist in society. While its work is 
based on Christian principles, all faiths and none 
are recognised and accepted. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 

tackling social problems such as loneliness, isolation 

or deprivation through an approach which focuses 
on self-help and taking responsibility for oneself and 
the local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to emphasise 

four personal challenges which are the inspiration 

for its membership. The Four Points of the Toc H 

Compass are: 

| Friendship: ‘To Love Widely’ 

to ‘welcome all in friendship’. 

2 Service: ‘To Build Bravely’ 

to ‘give personal service’. 

3 Fairmindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’ 

to ‘listen always to the views of others’. 

4 The Kingdom of God: ‘To Witness Humbly’ 

to ‘acknowledge the spiritual nature of man’, 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H, and derives 

its title from the third Point of the Toc H Compass. 

It acts as a vehicle for communication between 

staff and members, informing, encouraging and 

stimulating readers on topical and relevant issues. 

Contributions are welcome from any group or 

individual involved in Toc H. 

Editor: Sarah Claridge 

Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 

Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911 Fax: 01296 696137 
Forthcoming copy deadlines: 

April issue - 24th February 

May issue  - 24th March 

June issue - 28th April 

* A full copy of the current Editorial Policy is available on 
request from the Editor. 

* The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Editor or Toc H, 

e While Point 3 is made available to all members and staff free 
of charge, a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
production and mailing is welcomed. 

* Printed on chlorine-free, environmentalty-friendly paper. 
Cover Photo: extract of photo of the Eighty Eights 
Concert Party at Talbot House (see page 4). 

Toc H is an active Movement of people practising 
reconciliation by being open to all in friendship, 
offering service in the community, confronting 

intolerance and prejudice, and discovering a faith 
to live by. We bring the Toc H experience to as 

many people as possible to develop personal 
growth and build caring communities. 


Registered Charity No. 211042 
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| This is the first of the new-style Director's 
Briefings following each Central Executive 
Committee (CEC) meeting and Central 
Council. Below you will find what 1 call 
‘bottom-line’ information. | urge you to make 
contact with your Central Councillor if you would like a fuller 
report or, alternatively, contact us here at Wendover. 

The CEC met this time at Friends House, London. Much of 
our time was devoted to discussing two key items which | have 


listed first: 

* The Toc H budget for 1997/98 - for the current financial year 
(1996/97) we are projecting an end-of-year deficit of around 
£550,000 (half its former level). Taking this into account, 
together with all other aspects of the Movement's financial 
resources and aspirations, our budget for the next financial year 
(1997/98) is projecting a deficit of £350,000. To achieve this, 
much depends on the success of our Fundraisers together with 
additional help from members. In passing the budget the CEC 
has recognised that the Movement is still on course to reach a 
break-even budget within the next 18 months or so. 

* Toc H in Germany - the future of Toc H in Germany is once 
again under scrutiny following a downturn in income from 
trading during the current year. Following a presentation by 
staff representatives of Toc H Germany, CEC considered 
various options concerning future involvement with British 
Forces in Germany without at this stage reaching any 
conclusion. A special meeting of the CEC will take place on 
March | 2th to take this matter further. 

* Acting Honorary Treasurer - in the light of Gerry 
Conibeer’s continuing illness it was agreed that Jeremy 
Topham would take on the role of Acting Honorary Treasurer. 

e Committee Chairers - Judi Ranson, Di Claxton and Jeremy 
Topham have been elected respectively to the Chairs of 
Personnel sub-committee, Development sub-committee, and 
Finance & Properties sub-committee. 

* National Lottery - our second major appeal was not 
accepted. However, a third appeal focusing on our work with 
British Forces in Germany has provoked an enquiry from the 
Assessor and we now await news of acceptance or rejection. 

e Inn Jest Magazine - there have been delays here due to 
circumstances beyond our control but the prospect of income 
and publicity from Inn Jest still remains open. 

* Toc H in East London - a researcher, funded by the 
Wakefield Trust, has now been appointed to examine ways 
and means of introducing the Toc H ‘Families under Pressure’ 
scheme in East London. 


On a separate note, may | remind you all that we from Central 
Services are always happy to come out and talk to Branches and 
Toc H Groups about the Movement and its future. You only have 
to ask but please do think ahead as our diaries fill up very quickly. 


Me Lydi 


CHANGES TO POINT 3 DISTRIBUTION 


A: from the February 1997 issue, readers should expect to 
receive their copies of Point 3 in the third week of the 
month. This change to distribution enables the inclusion of timely 
Director's briefings and a smoother production schedule. 


Good wishes to you all. 


FUNG 4AiSING IS FUN 


Can it be? 


Is it? 


eo is fun” 
| is an easy 
¥/| statement to make 
but it invokes many 
H questions and 
neon thoughts such as 
“What is fundraising?” 
and “What is 
fundraising for?” At 
i its very simplest level 

fundraising is about making provision for 
survival - making enough money to get by. In 
everyday life it is about how we manage to 
live, about the role of being the breadwinner, 
about ensuring we have a wage or a pension 
that will pay for what we need - so fundraising 
is, firstly, a fact of life. Going to work is not 
necessarily fun, but ensuring the income we 
need, and then spending it, should be fun! 

This idea is nothing new, it is not something 
created by the modern world. What is new is 
how we dress up and present fundraising 
today. The original idea - the original ‘roots’ - 
remains the same, it’s just the leaves on the 
tree that are different today. Tubby was the 
original fundraiser of Toc H, and he made a 
good job of it. He made fundraising fun, 
because he made Toc H fun. Long before 
professional fundraisers were around to 
organise campaigns and plan ‘the ask’, Tubby 
was using the same approach. We often think 
Tubby was known to have just gone and asked 
- but he must have planned whom to ask and 
how to explain his ideas - his was a ‘pre’- 
professional approach. Let us think for a 
moment for example about his less well- 
known fundraising efforts, such as the original 
running of Talbot House. He must have 
sought and got what we would now call 
Grants. He must have got Benefits or Goods 
in Kind, free labour from service personnel 
perhaps, issues of tea, etc. from the 
quartermaster. And then there must have 
been his overheads - someone had to do 
some kind of accounting, someone had to fill 


Should it be? 


CEC Contributions 


thoughts and views from the Central Executive Committee 


How? 


in all those forms the army must have wanted, 
there must have been filing and other 
secretarial work. 

Fun is surely mainly related to being and 
sharing with other people. But then fun starts 
to cost money, requiring the need for 
fundraising. Toc H expresses this. Of all our 
various ideas and interpretations of the aims 
and objectives of Toc H, | think the greatest is 
trying to bring fun and pleasure to others, 
often from behind the scenes, perhaps just 
from our front room or telephone. One of 
Toc H's clear aims is to try to bring fun to 
others, and our fun is in trying to achieve this 
aim. All this is a necessary, obligatory 
condition of membership of Toc H. Who can 
argue otherwise? 

| believe that we should co-ordinate and 
organise our fundraising efforts in Toc H. Most 
of us accept and make a declaration about the 
“Family of Toc H”, but do we really mean 
living together for the common good, richer 
or poorer, in good or bad health? | fear that 
some practise only the bit of Toc H they 
understand, built, and have pride in. All else, 
they feel, especially that ‘vast hole at 
Wendover’ isn't much to do with them. 

Why do we need to sort this attitude out? 
For quite a number of reasons. One is so that 
Toc H will continue after we can. Another 
reason is that concentrating on lots of little 
‘bits’ of Toc H does not create a national 
entity. ‘Being in Toc H ‘ needs to evoke 
national pride. We need to work together 
nationally as well as locally. | am sure that 
most of us agree with and accept this, but it is 
what we do about it that counts. 

Toc H has to be whole. To use the tree 
image again, it needs a root, trunk and foliage. 
We all need “Central Services” - someone has 
to do the accounting, printing, sending out 
and filling in forms, filing, secretarial work. 
Someone has to run it all efficiently, arrange 
meetings, set up the CEC work, etc. We just 
cannot be an organisation without this kind of 
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FUNDRAISING IS FUN... 


overhead, Tubby couldn’t either, as | 
illustrated earlier. So who pays for it? Outside 
funders won't give much towards central 
overheads, so we must find more of our own 
money. It is our charity, and charity must 
begin at home. We all have to get involved in 
fundraising. 

We have NOT run out of money, and 
should not. We are on the way to being a 
financially healthy movement; not too much 
squirrelled away, but enough to provide an 
adequate buffer and investment income to 
see us through. 

We CAN afford to employ staff in the field 
and in Wendover. Fundraising for the cost of 
this is the main aim for the professional 
fundraising team we have appointed, and this 


continued 


approach will work. Together, we make a 
circle, or team; the Divisional officers and 
voluntary members create new work using 
the member resources We have; the new 
work attracts interest, the interest attracts 
funders; so We end up breaking even. The 
future of Toc H is in hand. 

Let us please make sure, with committed 
enthusiasm, that we each claim our individual 
part in this excitement - by offering more 
financial support for Family Purse, and 
offering our own individual efforts in 
attracting new members. The new work and 
schemes under way are the attraction; we, 
the members, must do the selling. 


Gerry Conibeer 
Honorary Treasurer 


EXAMPLES OF TUBBY’S FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 


Extracts taken from Tubby’s letters to his mother........... 


APRIL IST, 1917 - TALBOT HOUSE 
Dearest Water 

All well here - splendid services today. 
We have raised over £18 for Waifs and Strays 
during Lent, and have thus adopted one child - 
Hannah Mitchell - as the T.H. child for a year. 
One boy gave me 30/- he had saved to spend on a 
leave which never came, and another tonight 5 
frcs (half of a prize for the best kept horse in his 
battery) so H. Mitchell has found a warm place in 
their hearts 

Your san, 


Plate 


14.11.17 A. P O. S. 4. - TALBOT HOUSE 
Dearest Mater 

We took over Little Talbot House 
yesterday.......... we are able to spare a good deal 
from the accumulation of the furniture etc. here 
to help fit it up. Water and gas are already laid 
(Ol AE 

Your son, 


Philip 


AUGUST 1917 -10 PM - TALBOT HOUSE 
Dearest Mater 

The books from Portsea haven't yet 
come; | wait eagerly for them. Books are what I 
want most. On the other hand, money is rolling in, 
and we are financially recuperated; while the 
canteen is rather enlarged and renovated, and it will 
almost pay for the House on its own. Services quite 
good, as usual, and some very jolly Confirmation 
candidates. We had another Baptism this morning 
in the old Winton Font 


Philip 


27.3.18 - TALBOT HOUSE 
Dearest Mater 

All goes well here. Our dugout grows 
more massive daily, keen churchmen providing 
freewill offerings of sandbags, timber etc. As soon as 
it is completed the little garrison will sleep in it at 
night to avoid sudden excursions and alarms 

Your son, 


Philip 


Post from ‘Pop’ 
news from Talbot House, Poperinge 


TALOT HOUSE ASSOCIATION PURCHASES 


‘THE CONCERT HALL 


ast October the 
Talbot House 
Association 


purchased an old hopstore 
adjacent to the garden of Talbot 
House. The building, steeped in Toc H history, 
is perhaps better known as ‘The Concert Hall’ 
and was used almost as an annex to Talbot 
House during the First World War. It originally 
belonged to the first proprietor of Talbot 
House, Maurice Coevoet, but was sold by him 
in 1919. The Association has plans, through the 
acquisition, to develop its activities and get the 
youth more actively involved in this ‘living 
museum’. Moreover, the ever increasing 
number of visitors to Talbot House (some 
12,600 in 1996) has put an enormous pressure 
on the House itself which the Concert Hall 
could help ease. 


AN ‘ALTERNATIVE’ PLACE OF 
WHOLESOME RECREATION 


During the war Talbot House very quickly 
became one of the institutions of the British 
Expeditionary Force (B.E.F). The activities 
which took place in the old hopstore were 
broad ranging, catering for soldiers’ spiritual, 
cultural and intellectual needs. Proficient 
speakers gave lectures on Health Care, 
Education and Housing to prepare the troops 
for reintegration into civilian society. Oxford 
and Cambridge Professors spoke on subjects 
such as Politics, Architecture and Ethics. Big 
debates were held on topics such as The 
Progress of War, The Economic Position of 
Women, The Drink Problem, The Ethics of 
“Scrounging”, with sometimes more than 150 
men participating. 

Spiritual needs were not ignored. As the 
Upper Room could not hold large 
congregations, from December |916 onwards 
services were held in the hopstore, frequently 
attended by some 300 men. Often the old 
harmonium, which is still in the Upper Room 
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today, was used; “the old groan-box” as 
everybody called it. It was played by Godfrey 
Gardner, who was organist of the Royal 
Philharmonic Society. The Welsh Guards’ choir 
sang the hymns. Lieutenant-General the Earl of 
Cavan, Commander of XIV Corps and a cousin 
of Tubby, often attended the services, and 
Bishop Gwynne, Deputy-Chaplain-General in 
the B.E.F, confirmed a number of soldiers there. 

On a lighter note, part of the hopstore was 
also used for games and entertainment. Chess 
tournaments and whist drives were organized by 
the Talbot House staff, along with Saint Nicholas 
Parties for the Poperinge children. The loft was 
also used as a cinema, with showings of the 
latest films. 


A CONCERT HALL IS BORN 


In the Spring of 1917, when preparation for the 
Battle of Messines was filling Pop with fresh 
troops, an idea was born which would provide 
the building with the identity it has today - a 
concert hall was ingeniously contrived out of 
the loft of the hopstore. A temporary wooden 
staircase led up to the hall, through the wall of 
which a doorway had been knocked. The 
Concert Hall, it was hoped, would help the 
troops to forget, even if it were only for a 
moment, the horrors of the Ypres Salient. 

The staff appointed an artistic director and a 
house band was formed. Night after night there 
was an astonishing variety of entertainment. 
There were performances by regimental bands 
and cabaret companies, famous music hall 
artists of the time, comedians, elocutionists, 
conjurers and illusionists. 

By the Winter of that year Talbot House had 
a drama group of its own. Charles Willmott, in 
civilian life Manager of the Brixton Theatre of 
Varieties, was the driving force behind the 
group who constructed a stage with old sheets 
of canvas to form wings and backcloth, while 
soldier artists painted the settings. The group 
played detective stories and grotesque 
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‘THE CONCERT HALL 
... continued 


parodies, in which Tubby put up a good 
show. In ‘The Critic’ by Sheridan, Tubby 
“doubled the parts of the Beefeater and 
Tilburina, an arrangement at which Sheridan 
would have shuddered”. 


RENOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


Today Talbot House is developing itself as a 
‘living museum’ and an international centre of 
peace and reconciliation, and the Association 
feels the old hopstore can play a very 
important part in that. During the coming 
months Belgian and British Members of the 
Administrative Council will carefully consider 
various options and proposals with regard to 
developing the hopstore into a multifunctional 
building. It may be possible to create separate 
working areas which visiting groups can hire 
simultaneously. Another possibility is to have a 
spacious exhibition area, where the 
Association can have displays, using 
documents and objects from its rich archives. 
It is hoped the old concert hall can be 
restored to its former glory for activities such 
as concerts, conferences and lectures, which 
attract a wide audience. 

It is obvious that the renovation will cost a 
lot of money. The Association will start up 
negotiations with the Provincial and Flemish 
Governments, as well as with other bodies, 
like the King Boudewijn Foundation, to get 
some grants. It is estimated full renovation 
will probably take ten years. On the 
threshold of the 2|st century, the hopstore 
will form a unique link between the past, the 
present and the future of the Old House, and 
all it stands for. 


Jan Louagie 
Secretary of Talbot House Association 


Anyone who would like further information or 
would like to make a contribution towards the 
cost of restoring the Concert Hall, can do so 
by contacting Mr David Owen, 9 New Road, 
Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5]D. 


VA wa GLG pe Fi ag 
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A MEMORY GF THe 
CONCERT HALL 


glimpse from the pen of a soldier * who was 


temporarily attached to the domestic staff at 
Talbot House: 


“The Old House has shut for the night, the last straggler 
has been ejected, the last penny has been taken at the 
canteen for the hurried cup of tea, but as yet no move 
has been made to turn out the lights on the ground floor. 
Visitors are expected. By special permission two 
Companies of Infantry billeted nearby are coming in for a 
late concert. In the hop-loft across the garden the Sunday 
furnishings have been carefully stored away and the Stage 
has been set with old sheets of canvas to form wings and 
backcloth. The tramp of marching men is heard and the 
stirring marching song O Rogerum reverberates through 
silent Pop; our guests have arrived. Crowding in with 
cheery badinage to all and sundry they file through the 
House and take their seats in the hop-loft as keenly 
interested as if they were in the pit of their own local 
theatre at home. The concert begins, but not before a 
dark and secret conference between Tubby and the 
musical director has taken place to decide how some half 
a dozen scratch turns collected in the course of the day 
by the former are to be sandwiched into an already 
complete programme. Now all is arranged and Tubby 
steps on to the platform to open the proceedings with a 
cheery word to the troops. He meets with a certain 
amount of good-natured heckling but gives as good as he 
gets. Tonight we are very fortunate. Some of the 55th 
Divisional Concert Party are with us and some of the 
Divisional band..... The pianist is now hard at work playing 
popular songs and the full-throated response from the 
audience sets the keynote for the whole evening’s 
proceedings. Who is the comedian, just taking his 
applause? Why, Du Calion, the well-known music hall 
artist who does and says such clever and alarming things 
whilst balanced at the top of a long ladder..... The troops 
don't expect to find a music hall artist of his eminence 
playing for their pleasure in a spot like this. A quartet of 
brass instruments has just played some popular opera 
airs, which please all mightily..... 

The concert is over, the Commanding Officer has 
made a speech of thanks, the troops have given three 
cheers for the artists and away they march to their billets 
with Rogerum helping them along. The Staff lock up and 
retire to rest hoping the concert will, however slightly, 
have helped their comrades to face still cheerfully the 
horrors and rigours of the Ypres Salient.” 


* R H Brewster 


Extract from ‘The Old House’ published in December 
1930 as a supplement to the Toc H Journal. 
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POINT | of the Toc H Compass 


Friendship: ‘to love widely’ 


TC. i4 FRIENDSHIP CIRCLES 


- a look at how this area of our work is developing 


The aim of a Toc H Friendship Circle is to provide opportunities for people to meet 
together who, for whatever reason, feel themselves to be at a disadvantage in their 
community. They are encouraged to participate in a programme of challenging and 
enjoyable activities which enables them to regain their self-confidence and esteem, and 
achieve their full potential. A Toc H Friendship Circle is a self-help, self-supporting group in 
which members are involved and accept responsibility for its programme of activities. 

A Toc H Friendship Circle does not recognise the terms “client”, only member. 


MAKE CIRCLES - MAKE FRIENDS - WITH TOC H 


hey make you welcome at Toc H 

' Friendship Circles. It’s an 

insignificant door, opening directly 
onto the street. It would be easy to walk 
right past, never dreaming of the magic 
that takes place within. | once dropped in 
for a minute to deliver a Christmas card. 
They offered me mulled wine. | left three 
hours later replete with Christmas dinner 
and mince pies. 

If you ask what people do at the 
Circles, there is much talk of pub lunches, 
river trips, outings to concerts, quiz 
nights, albums of holiday photographs 
taken in Britain and Belgium. But the real 
business takes place around a cluttered 
table, teacups and newspapers pushed 
aside for Scrabble or a hand of cards; in 
the kitchen as a meal is cooked for four 
or fourteen, or in the privacy of the 
smoking room. Members are never too 
busy to greet a newcomer and listen to 
their news, good or bad. If the newcomer 
just wants an undemanding place to be for 
a while, that’s fine too - as long as lunch 
gets cooked and someone washes up. 

A lot of swapping goes on - books, 
tapes, plants. We once held a bring-and- 
buy sale but we never did get rid of the 


two unwanted 
husbands, the 
mother-in-law 
and the cat 
which were | 
the first items [ae 
we were v 
promised. 
The seven 
Friendship 
Circles throughout 
Bucks, organised by members for mutual 
support, offer a hand of friendship to 
those at a low ebb. We are a mixed 
crowd - all ages, some with families, 
some living alone, most struggling at 
times with mental illness. Everyone, no 
matter how bad their health or other 
problems in their life, has something 
unique to bring to the group. We value 
the time we spend together. 
It’s easier to cope once you realise that 
everyone else’s teenage children are 
even more impossible than yours and 
that everyone breaks plates and leaves 
the iron on sometimes; that it’s not the 
beginning of a relentless slide back into 
the bottomless pit of depression. 
Elizabeth Richmond 


If you would like more information about Friendship Circles nationally, please contact 


Tim Day, or for Circles in Buckinghamshire contact Pam Johnson or Jill Wingrove. All are 


at Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, Wendover. Tel: 01296 623911. 


AROUND IN CIRCLES 


ome years ago | ‘retired’ from paid 
Q seiner with Toc H saying at the 

time that | would like to continue to be 
involved with Toc H in ‘fun’ things - | had had 
enough of accounts and admin. after forty years 
of it! There was no shortage of requests for 
help, most of which did not seem like fun, until 
along came Jane Richardson who implored me 
to help with Friendship Circles in any capacity. | 
agreed to become involved with a Circle. 

And so | arrived at the Aylesbury circle, and 
within a couple of weeks found myself amidst the 
affray helping members in the joint effort of 
cooking a meal for seventeen. Being a self-help 
group everybody shared in whatever was going 
on, from ideas for future activities, to the cooking 
of the meal for the day, to the fundraising 
necessary to help subsidise holidays and activities. 

Many of the members at that time were 
people who had spent the greater part of their 
lives in the local Victorian mental hospital, (then 
in the process of being closed down), and who 
were now living in the community. | vividly 
remember the day when one member had a 
severe fit. This first experience of witnessing a fit 
was very challenging and scary but I’ve learnt a 
lot since then about the issues surrounding 
mental health. 

Circles keep in close touch with Toc H and 
we have enjoyed the support of the Chiltern 
Hills, Buckingham, Ruislip, and Bristol Branches, 
who have made generous donations to help 
part-fund holidays and events. We have taken 
advantage of Toc H Centres and in my time we 
have enjoyed three very interesting and 
memorable holidays in Poperinge as well as 
some wonderful holidays at Lindridge, Alison 
House and Poachers Den. We have also taken 
part in the World Chain of Light, giving us a 
sense of belonging in the family of Toc H. 

One of the highlights of last year was the 
Blood Donor Day where High Wycombe 
members, jill, Pam and myself manned a stall 
in Wycombe Town Centre, collecting a grand 
total of 98 names. We were all justly proud 
of ourselves. 

It is very encouraging that both the local 
Health Authority and Social Services are 
supportive of our work. At their request two 
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new Circles have been opened this year, adding 
to the five already established in 
Buckinghamshire. Jill and Pam, the staff 
members, do all the hard work and carry the 
responsibility for Circles. They are supported 
with volunteers such as myself and through a 
Steering Committee which includes Toc H 
members, and representatives from both the 
Circles and Social Services. 

In my view Friendship Circles in Bucks have 
been a great success but | still feel that we are 
only touching the tip of the 
iceberg in the number of 
people with whom we 
are in contact. More 
could be done with 
additional appropriate 
volunteer help, and 
the ready availability of 
transport, eg a mini-bus. 
| am sure that there are 
many people in the 
area whose lives 
would be 
immeasurably 
improved and 
fulfilled by the 
companionship 
and support of a 
Friendship Circle. 
For many members 
Circle days are a highlight 
of their week and 
holidays and outings 
are very much 
enjoyed. Self-esteem 
and confidence are 
built in Circles, as 
are friendships, which 
are continued outside 
the Circle. 

The support of Toc H members is always 
welcomed and valued. Circles are not regarded 
as Toc H Branches, but some members are now 
taking Toc H membership as individuals and here 
and there are involved with a Branch. That 
sounds like progress to me. 


David Owen 
Volunteer 
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POINT | of the Toc H Compass 


Friendship: ‘to love widely’ 


FR! 4DSHIP CIRCLES - A VOLUNTEER’S STORY 


y life was over. The one certainty in 
the aftermath of the tornado that 
blitzed through my life that summer 
was that | would never work again. | was now 
a psychiatric patient, on the scrapheap at 38. 
Four years later | had put it all behind me. 
Still a school governor and now a voluntary 
advice worker, | answered an advertisement 
for Friendship Circle volunteers, exposing 
myself to a selection process and the 
inevitable disclosure of my disgraceful medical 
history. Despite the Toc H 
literature and its 
promising Third 
Point - “to lessen 
prejudice by word 
and deed” - | was 
prepared for 
anything: naked 
horror, frozen 
politeness, politically 
correct liberalism 
barely masking 
a morbid 
curiosity, and, 
of course, a 
refusal. It’s 
not every 
organisation 
that lives up to its 
mission statement. 
Acceptance | had not 
expected. Yes, yes, 
said Jill and Pam - 
the staff members - 
it’s all right. Perhaps 
they had not heard 
me properly? Really, 
it’s fine, they said, and 
we moved on. 
| became a volunteer and 
began the real process of putting it all behind 
me. For the first time | met people like myself 
in a setting where we could talk freely about 
the deep experiences that united us. In 
meeting such people | discovered my own 
very real uniqueness. | was no longer a freak, 
but an individual. As others valued me, | began 
to value myself too. This is the process of 


building self-esteem. 

My biological vulnerability to stress does 
not manifest itself by gastric ulcers, heart 
disease, asthma or a skin disorder. | have on 
occasion been severely ill, and there is no 
guarantee that further episodes of illness do 
not lurk somewhere in my future. | know now 
that | can survive them, picking my life up 
afterwards as other Friendship Circle 
members do. | appreciate now the immense 
role that the giving and receiving of support 
plays in the avoidance of illness, along with 
living life to my full potential. 

| still use the mental health services, and 
count myself fortunate that people do not 
suspect it. | have lived a double life, gaining 
immense strength from the Friendship Circle 
where | am accepted for who | really am. 
When | came out of the closet, it was to the 
surprise of many with whom | work. No 
wonder people become locked into a life of 
mental illness. It takes special strength to 
climb out of that prison when society is 
pushing you back in. That strength can come 
through a self-help group inspired by the 
values of Toc H. 

| come back to Toc H’s commitment to the 
Third Point. There is much ignorance about 
mental illness. Prejudice against sufferers is so 
entrenched that it is not even recognised. 
How many schools address this topic along 
with issues of racial, cultural and gender 
equality? How many employers include those 
with a psychiatric history in their Equal 
Opportunities policies? 

| have now left voluntary work for paid 
employment - an unlikely transition at the age 
of 45, made with the encouragement of the 
Friendship Circle who knew what | was 
exposing myself to at every job interview. My 
work involves setting up a local project for the 
rehabilitation and employment of the long- 
term mentally ill. Not an easy task, but | know 
it’s possible because I’ve been through that 
process myself. Although | no longer work at 
the Friendship Circle, | know I'll always have 
the backing of those friends. 


Elizabeth Richmond 


OLD COLWYN FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
AWARDED NATIONAL LOTTERY GRANT 


he Old Colwyn Friendship Circle 

was recently awarded a grant by 

The National Lottery Charities 
Board of just over £4,000 to fund a visit for 
its members to Talbot House in Poperinge. 
Here Cliff Newman, Development Officer 
for Division 2, recounts how members went 
about obtaining the grant: 

“The Old Colwyn Friendship Circle is now 
two years old, and has developed into a self- 
supporting group with a membership of some 
22 people, of whom |4 have become members 
of the Toc H Movement. Last year the Circle 
took part in several open-days, visits to places 
of interest, and national Toc H events, which 
were opportunities to meet other members 
and supporters of the Toc H principles, 
methods and values. 

During one evening meeting at the end of the 
summer, one of the members showed some film, 
and talked about a visit he had made to northern 
France with a party of Dunkirk veterans. During 
that expedition they had visited Poperinge in 
Belgium and Talbot House. This presentation 
aroused the interest of the members, and they 
talked about the possibility of a Circle visit to 
Talbot House so that they could see and 
experience the culture from which Toc H grew. 
At that time it was all a dream. The members of 
the Friendship Circle by and large live on state 
benefit, and the target of some £250 per person 
was beyond their means. 

The National Lottery Charities Board’s Small 
Grant Scheme in Wales was introduced to the 
Circle, as a way of helping to fund this visit. The 
planning committee of the Circle thought that a 
visit to Talbot House would be a one-off, life- 
enriching, educational experience for the 
members of the Circle, which would involve 
everyone's participation in its planning. 

The committee sent off for an application 
pack, and then we all spent many hours putting 
together an appeal for grant support for this 
expedition. The application was submitted in 
August, and at that time members thought that 
there was vain hope of being successful - the 
Lottery always happens to others! 

A written acknowledgement of receipt of the 
application informed the Circle that processing it 
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could take some three months. 
However, soon after, the listed 
contact member of the Circle ; 

was telephoned by a member ARTIES R 
of the Board and asked some Wales 
searching questions and to 

forward some more information about Toc H 
Friendship Circles. Was this a good sign? 

The application was a regular topic of 
conversation throughout the Autumn. 
December arrived and members became 
alternately pessimistic and hopeful. No news is 
good news! But by the end of the month, 
members had almost given up all hope. Then at 
the last meeting of '96, the Circle secretary 
arrived with a letter which he insisted on 
keeping to himself until after the Circle had 
eaten their evening meal. He then read out the 
announcement that the Board had made a grant 
of £4,055 to support the Old Colwyn 
Friendship Circle’s visit to Talbot House. What 
a wonderful Christmas present! The Lottery 
doesn't just happen to other people! 

The members are now actively involved in 
the planning of the expedition for the first week 
in April; getting passports, securing transport, 
booking accommodation at Talbot House, 
planning the itinerary, and the thousand and one 
jobs that need to be done....” 


We look forward to hearing how the Circle get on 
in a future issue of Point 3. 


The Melton Mowbray Toc H Friendship Circle, pictured 
above, meets once a week at its base in Windsor Street. 
Organiser Mrs Joyce Beeken says the group is open to people 
of all ages who are on their own, have been bereaved, are 
recovering from illness, or simply want companionship. A 
summer programme of visits is now being drawn up. Previous 
outings have included Halstead Farm at Tilton-on-the-Hill, 
and a tram museum. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


TOC +i NEW TEES GROUP MARATHON RELAY 
SPONSORED WALK 


ve may remember that back in November, Point 3 reported how the New Tees Toc H 
Group had successfully completed a Marathon Relay Sponsored Walk from Middlesbrough 
to Wendover in just ten days. Now safely back in Middlesbrough, Roger Howlett, the 
organiser, has had time to recover and reflect on the event. He sends us this report 


THE HIGHLIGHTS 


The Tees Group has been 

in existence for only a year 
and this proved a very big 
project for us. That the walk 
happened at all is a minor 
miracle! We had the idea in 
February of 1996 and, with the benefit of 
hindsight, we hadn't really left adequate time 
to fully prepare and plan the event, which 
was peppered with setbacks. Of the eight 
walkers, three were Tees Group members 
and five were completely new participants 
in Toc H - what an introduction! Perhaps the 
greatest setback was our support transport 
falling through only a fortnight before the 
start date. Following some panic phoning 
around, and with enormous thanks to Van 
Gough vehicle rental providing a vehicle at 
cut price, then paid for by |.C.., we got our 
minibus. 

The value of sponsorship and donations, 
in cash and kind, amounted to £1,320.59. 
After deduction of costs, the amount raised 
was £506.12, which will be divided between 
our group funds (for future projects) and 
Family Purse. 

The list for thanks is too long to repeat 
here. We hope it will suffice to say one big 
THANK YOU to everyone who supported 
us, with money, hospitality and in a variety 
of other ways. What was estimated to be a 
276-mile walk was actually nearer 300 miles 
and the whole event will remain, for us, truly 
unforgettable. The hospitality, friendship and 
family atmosphere we experienced along the 
route were fantastic. It reaffirmed our belief 
in and commitment to Toc H. 


ANATOMY OF THE WALK 


DAY | (Monday) - Middlesbrough to Thirsk 

A miserable day, with some heavy clouds in the sky as we set 
off from Middlesbrough, the base of the New Tees Group. 
Soon the rain started, and by lunchtime we were thoroughly 
wet and bedraggled. A quick snack and cup of tea and we 
Were on our way again. A little later we lost two of our 
party, who it seems had decided to continue walking beyond 
the checkpoint. After a ‘big search’ they were duly found and 
it was on to our first night stop at Thirsk, where we were 
welcomed by the town Mayor and a nice meal provided by 
staff member, John Dunwell. 


DAY 2 (Tuesday) - Thirsk to Harrogate 

We left Thirsk bright and early, and at lunchtime we met up 
with the new Ripon Toc H Group. Again, we were 
welcomed to the city by the Mayor before being treated to 
lunch at an historic inn by the market square. After the 
comfort of those chairs, moving on to Harrogate was a hard 
slog, but the welcome and marvellous meal by Oatlands 
Branch made it worthwhile. 


DAY 3 (Wednesday) - Harrogate to Rawmarsh 

Still full from the previous evening's meal, we left Harrogate 
at a steady pace. This was the longest day's walk (almost 45 
miles). During the day we lost a walker, Peter, who only 
realised he was going the wrong way when he saw a bus 
coming towards him indicating it was going towards his 


destination! After a ‘talking to’, we allowed him on his way 
again with clear instructions to follow and wait for us by 
McDonald's burger restaurant. What did he do? Saw a 
McDonald's sign across a car park so took a short cut 
towards it, only to find (after a long wait) it was a different 
McDonald's; there were two within a couple of miles of each 
other! We arrived at Rawmarsh near Rotherham, rather 
footsore, and once again found typical Toc H hospitality. 


DAY 4 (Thursday) - Rawmarsh to Mansfield Woodhouse 
We set off from Rawmarsh with the sun showing us the way 
and, guess what? Peter managed to get lost again! This 
caused panic as there was no sign of him, only to find he'd 
popped in to a local market to have a look around. We 
arrived at Mansfield Woodhouse two hours early so decided 
to locate the Salvation Army Citadel where we were to 
spend the night. Later, we met the local Branch and were 


treated to a fantastic five-course meal. s 
..... continued overleaf 


ANATOMY OF THE WALK... continued 


there by tea time. We had a charming meal provided by the 
Branch at the Guide Hall and decent camp beds to sleep on 
- better at least than the airbeds we had brought with us. 

We negotiated to borrow these for the rest of the walk and 


DAY 5 (Friday) - Mansfield Woodhouse to Long Eaton 
After a good night’s 
rest, it was on to Long 
Eaton. While the 
Branch ladies were 
preparing tea, a young 
lad came in and placed 
some bottles of beer on the table, then disappeared again. 
The Branch members thought he was a walker, and we 
thought he was a Branch member, and to this day we don't 
know who he was, but thanks anyway. 


DAY 6 (Saturday) - Long Eaton to Anstey 

We set off from Long Eaton via the town as a member of 
the group wanted to make a purchase from one of the 
many charity shops. With such choice in the charity shops 
the walkers’ progess was considerably hampered - we 
covered about half a mile in |'/2 hours. Following an 
otherwise uneventful day’s walk, we arrived at Anstey to a 
marvellous welcome. By request of a non-Toc H member of 
our group to experience the Ceremony of Light, after the 
meal Frank Johnstone rose to his feet and, noting the time, 
explained that at that same moment the traffic through the 
Menin Gate at Ypres would be being stopped for the 
sounding of the ‘Last Post’, a particularly significant time to 
celebrate the Ceremony of Light, which we did with both 
Men's and Ladies’ lamps and a Rush Light. 


DAY 7 (Sunday) - Anstey to Market Harborough 
Anstey Branch members came in again to prepare a 
delicious cooked breakfast. This was a lazy morning, with a 
couple of the group members going for a riverside walk, 
some going to a car boot sale, and the remainder of us 
going to the Methodist Church. Whilst there, | was asked if 
we were the Toc H walkers and asked to give a brief talk 
about what we were doing and why. Later, we set off for 
the relatively short walk to Market Harborough, reaching 


return them afterwards. 


DAY 8 (Monday) - Market Harborough to Rushden 
The day's walk was uneventful but the evening was quite 
busy, with invitations from both Higham Ferrers and 
Rushden Branches. We also had a useful meeting with the 
District Chair and Projects Co-ordinator, Sally Simms, to 
plan a Tees Group project at Brixworth Country Park. The 
group then split up for the night with some going to Higham 
Ferrers and others staying at Rushden. 


DAY 9 (Tuesday) - Rushden to Wolverton 

Up bright and early, we had breakfast at the Salvation Army 
in Rushden, who'd opened early just for us. Then on to 
Wolverton where the Ladies from the Branch had planned a 
take-away meal. We were attracted to the fried chicken take- 
away next door, and the proprietor having seen our minibus 
advertising our efforts parked outside insisted on offering us 
some, free of charge, as his contribution to our walk. 


DAY 10 (Wednesday) - Wolverton to Wendover 

On to Wendover for our last day's walking and a grand 
welcome by Chairman, Mary Edwards, Director, Mike 
Lyddiard, and most of the staff of Central Services. We were 
15 minutes late - the first time during the whole walk when 
we'd arrived anywhere late! Following a super spread of 
food, we spent the afternoon at Central 
Services, during which time we drew 
our raffle winners and were presented 
with certificates. We spent the last night 
in a local church hall before........ 


DAY 11 (Thursday) - 
back to Middlesbrough 


50 YEARS AS A 
LAY READER 


Mr G Edgar Shone, a member 

of Buckley Branch for some 47 

years, recently completed 50 years service 
as a Licensed Lay Reader in the Diocese of 
St Asaph, North Wales. To commemorate 
the occasion a service was held in All Saints’ 
Church, Buckley where the preacher was 
the Archbishop of Wales, the Most Reverend 
Alwyn Rice Jones. Edgar was presented with 
an inscribed glass paperweight as a 
memento of his achievement. 


ST THOMAS BRANCH 
REUNION 


During December 1996 six former 
members of the old St Thomas (Exeter) 
Branch met together in a pre-Christmas 
reunion. The St Thomas (Exeter) Branch 
which started in 1931 closed in 1992, and 
since then past members have kept in 
touch and renewed their fellowship by 
meeting together at least once a year. 
Of the six who met recently two are 
members of the Exeter Branch and two 
are Builders. 


LETTERS 


feedback from readers, members and those involved in Toc H 


issue of Point 3 on the role of District Branches 

readers may be interested to hear the South j 
Devon District's interpretation of our function. 

The term ‘Branch’ is loosely fitting and covers 
various expressions of Toc H. Since becoming 
District and District Branch secretary | have 
personally never been short of a job, particularly as 
we have 27 members. Of these, five of the 
youngest are temporarily out of the county but we 
keep in contact. At least two of them have made 
themselves known to the nearest branches. Their 
reason for being attached is because of their links 
with Lindridge House. seven members are over 80 
and are handicapped in some way, but enjoy a visit 
or receiving news from anyone in the District. 
Another six of us are well over retiring age. seven 
members hold office in either the District or 
Region and this includes involvement with Lindridge 
House and the District Project Group. Maybe we 
should count ourselves fortunate in having an age 
range from 21-90 plus. 

Reasons for being in the District Branch vary 
between closure of Branches, old age and other 
pressing commitments. We are very scattered but 
those of us who are able, support events when 
possible. The recent formation of a new Group 
based at Lindridge involves some of our younger 
members who will eventually transfer over. 
Christian friendship and generous financial support 
are just as important as action to make our 
Movement tick. 


| n reply to Peter Sutton’s letter in the December 


Betty Hawkins 
Paignton 


POINT 3 FOR 
THOSE WITH 
IMPAIRED VISION 


he magazine is available on tape 

upon request. Please write to 
Harry C. Bailey, 27 Harrowden Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 3BG. 
The service is free but voluntary 
contributions towards the cost of 
materials are always welcome. 


recently attended a meeting at which one of 
i the new Divisional Fundraisers was present. 

| was appalled to hear that the Exeter Local 
Authority had been asked for permission for a 
street collection in aid of Toc H to be held. | 
expressed my horror at this, stating that | would 
not help with this as | do not consider this to be 
the way Toc H raises money. 

Who am | and why do | say this? | regard 
myself as being born into Toc H. My father had 
found himself in Poperinge for two years during 
1917 and 1918. He was a member of Exeter 
Branch before | was born. | became a member 
of Toc H in 1947 (50 years ago). | am the 
secretary of the Exeter Branch. | spent part of 
my working life in a remote rural area of 
Central Africa, among African farmers. My only 
white neighbours who lived ten miles away, 
were English and American Salvation Army 
Officers who ran a mission and also all the 
village schools in the area. Also in this area | 
saw the work done in combating leprosy by 
LEPRA. Now both the Salvation Army and 
LEPRA are in a totally different league when 
compared to Toc H - they can show to the 
public what they do with their money. What can 
we show, other than how many staff we have 
and how many cars they run. Would Toc H be 
right to take the ‘Widows Mite’ in our collecting 
boxes on a street collection day? 

Denis J Gils 
Stoke Caron, Nr Exeter. 


NOTICES 


TOC H SWEATSHIRTS 


A new supply is now available. 

Sizes: Medium, Large, Extra Large. 
Colours: Navy, Royal Blue and Red. 

Price: £10.00 each. 

Please state size and colour when ordering. 
Cheques made payable to Toc H. Orders to be 
sent to Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 6BT. 


Mrs Connie Davies would like to inform all her 
Toc H friends, especially those on the Brixworth 


Project, of her whereabouts. Her new address is: 22 
Landon Court, Walton Road, Aylesbury, HP21 7SW. 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


E 


we hope to give you a flavour of the person behind the name by listin 


very member makes an invaluable, individual contribution to Toc i 
both those who are new to membership and those who sadly have passed on. In welcoming new members 


H. In a regular feature, Point 3 acknowledges 


g the ‘hidden talents’ individuals have told us 


about on their application form. The Tributes and Farewells provide a limited opportunity to recognise the 
individual contributions made by those whose membership has sadly come to a close. 


WELCOMES 


Heather Burgess, member of Stockport District 
Branch. 


Violet Calloway, member of Bilston Group. 


Mary Tibbett-Markevich, member of Bilston 
Group. 


Philip Green, member of Winsford Branch. Philip 
served time as a joiner with painting and 
decorating skills. His hobbies include angling and 
snooker. 


David Burnett, member of Falmouth Branch. 


Joyce Crowley, member of Wyre Forest Joint 
Branch. 


Margaret Doberstein, member of Crewkerne 
Branch 


Ricky Doberstein, member of Crewkerne 
Branch 


Joseph Miller, member of Crewkerne Branch 


Mary Miller, member of Crewkerne Branch 


Peter Wigglesworth, member of Central Branch. 
Peter is a member of the Institute of Welfare 
Officers. 

Wilhelmina van Dongen, member of Elmstead 
Branch. Wilhelmina will become the new padre for 
the branch. 


James Coney, member of a project group. 


Jennifer Harrington, member of a project group. 


Diana Bell, member of the Rushden Royal Branch. 


TRIBUTES 


David William Wilson, joined Toc H Thanet 
Branch in 1936. He then became a member of 
Constable District Members Branch (now known 
as Haywain District Members Branch). ERT 


Kathleen (Kay) Layer, (Canada), a faithful and 
loyal member and Builder of Toc H. At her 
Thanksgiving Service the Minister spoke of how 
Kay, even in hospital, had talked about Toc H and 
its Four Points of the Compass. Kay lived her 
whole life by the Compass Points. A remarkable 
person with many and varied gifts and talents. RER 


Lilian Drew, Toc H member of New Milton. An 
ardent Toc H member, always cheerful and helpful 
to the end, who will be greatly missed. SH 

Ifor Wyn Roberts, a member of Toc H for almost 
60 years and a member of no less than nine 
branches, in most of which he served in some 
‘officer’ capacity. He was a Central Councillor 
1978/86, a member of the CEC for five years, 
three of them as Deputy Chairman. During his 
extensive and international travels he did all he 
could to strengthen contacts with Toc H, 
particularly the friendship between Toc H and 
German youth. CHC 

Phyllis Triscott, founder member of Plympton 
Women's Branch formed 46 years ago. A faithful 
member in all aspects relating to Toc H, anda 
shining example to us all. KR 


FAREWELLS 


George Oliver, member of Melton & Charnwood 
Branch. 


David Wilson, member of Haywain District 
Branch. 


Lilian Bailey, member of Dover Branch. 


Angela Bent, member of Peterborough & 
Stamford Branch. 


Herbert Carlisle, member of Cheltenham 
Branch. 


Violet Cooper, member of Gorleston Branch. 


Frederick Gibbs, member of Warkshire District 
Branch. 


Alan Treherne, member of Broadway Branch. 


Kathleen Chalklin, member of Isle of Wight 
Branch. 


Christopher Groves, member of Northampton 
Branch. 


Gertrude Ingles, member of Broughton Astley 
Branch. 


Helen Macintyre, member of Skelmorlie & 
Wemyss Bay Branch. 


Philip Young, member of Lyme Bay Branch. 


ALISO HOUSE - SPRING AND 
SUMMER PROGRAMME ’97 


‘SPRING’ PAINTING WEEK 

19-25 April 

Tutor: Harry Muscott ATD NDD FRSA 

Price: £185.00 per person (incl. tuition and VAT). 


An ideal early spring break for either the 
experienced artist or the beginner. New 
approaches and techniques can be practised in a 
relaxed atmosphere with expert advice and 
tuition. 


PASTELS & ACRYLICS 

11-16 May 

Tutor: David Newbould 

Price: £190.00 per person (incl. tuition and VAT). 


David's fresh, exciting approach to painting will 
give new inspiration to the experienced artist 
whilst the beginner will gain confidence and 
understanding. Showing new ways of mixing soft 
pastels with inks and the use of acrylics in 
landscape, portrait and still-life painting (with the 
emphasis on practical work), his enthusiasm is 
infectious. 


ALISON HOUSE GARDEN COMPANIONS 
19-23 May and 6-10 October 
Price: £35.00 per person per event 


The plans drawn up last year for the new Alison 
House Cottage Garden are well under way. In May 
we will work towards completing the scheme, 
which will provide another garden for the interest 
and pleasure of visitors. The October event will 
focus on the development of the Alison House 
wild garden/conservation area which introduces 
peaceful secluded areas to Alison House. These 
events are a wonderful way to make new friends, 
gain that sense of achievement of a job well done, 
and enjoy the glories of Spring and Autumn. 

PS. You don't need to be a gardener. 


THE BREW HOLIDAY WEEK 

28 June-5 July 

With Vera Brew as your hostess 

Price: £175.00 per person (half board, incl. VAT) 


More than a holiday - an experience of care and 
fellowship in the warm and friendly atmosphere of 
Alison House. Enjoy good food and company with 
time to discover the many interesting facts and 
places that make this historic part of Derbyshire 
unique. 


WHAT’S ON 
a guide to forthcoming Toc H events and opportunities 


« ‘SUMMER’ PAINTING WEEK 
26 July - 2 August 
Tutor: Harry Muscott ATD NDD FRSA 
Price: £215.00 per person (incl. tuition and VAT). 


Enjoy an artistic and refreshing week in the 
attractive and inspiring surroundings of Cromford. 
The week provides an opportunity to express your 
creativity through almost any medium you choose. 
Beginners are welcomed and encouraged. The 
experienced will have time to practise and 
experiment with new approaches and techniques. 


MARJORIE BERRY - ALISON HOUSE 
WEEK 9-16 August 

Price: £190.00 per person 

(excluding outings - incl. VAT) 


Make friends whilst enjoying a truly traditional 
week of walks, competitions and opportunities to 
visit local events, and a country house or garden. 
Plenty of time for individual pursuits and relaxation 
in the peaceful atmosphere of Alison House. Each 
evening there is an activity to interest, amuse, or 
even educate you. A trip to the theatre is often 
arranged. 


PORTRAITS WEEK-END 

7-9 November 

Tutor: David Newbould 

Price: £80.00 per person (incl. tuition and VAT) 


David's first love is portraiture, and he will 
demonstrate his skill and creativity in making 
portraits come alive. His technique when creating 
black and white silhouettes will offer a new 
challenge to both the beginner and the 
experienced artist. 


For further details send a s.a.e. to: 

Bill and Dorothy Pepper, Alison House Training & 
Conference Centre, Intake Lane, Cromford, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH. Tel: (01629) 822316 


COACH VISIT TO TALBOT HOUSE, 
POPERINGE, BELGIUM 

3-8 July 1997 

Cost: approximately £215.00 


Join Pat and Jack Turner on a family visit 
over the weekend when Poperinge holds its 
spectacular religious and historic parade. 
Visits to the war graves, leper and the Menin 
Gate, and one of the picturesque cities of 
Flanders included. To reserve your place 
contact Pat or Jack on Tel: 01234 768410 
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DISCOVERIES OF A COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 


Ingo on the back page of the February issue 
E Gof Point 3? What is the new Editor thinking of? 
Having aroused your questions and curiosity | will 
now seek to satisfy them by explaining my plans for 
this page. 

Each time | dip into the archives | never fail to be 
impressed by the quality and quantity of the material 
we have here at Central Services. | feel it is a shame 
that many members will probably never get the 
opportunity to handle, study and explore the many 
letters, documents, photos - most of them originals - 
which date right back to when the Movement was first 
conceived out in Belgium during the First World War. | 
would therefore like to share with you some of my 
‘discoveries’ as | stumble across bits and pieces which 
particularly touch, amuse or interest me. For readers 
who recognise and recall these ‘gems’ it will be, | hope, 
a pleasant jaunt down memory lane. For those, like 
me, who have not come across such material before, | 
hope you will also experience some of my wonder and 
fascination, particularly at their profound, timeless and 
sometimes very moving nature. 


ie GR! 


Sarah Claridge \ 
Communications Officer/Editor 
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[ (SEE ANALYSTS’ REPORT) 
Advert published in a Toc H journal of 1937 


“I'm afraid Lewin has been killed... I’m rather 
coming to the conclusion that death must be a 
tremendous reward in cases such as this, so dazzling a 
joy that it has to be wrapped up in an ugly parcel or it 
would blind us. If this is really so how we shall smile 
beyond to think of the fuss we made about it here...” 


extract from a letter, dated 24th October 1917, by Tubby 
Clayton to his mother written while at Talbot House. 


“We have one common ground from which we 
can start any article on Toc H... We love it probably 
more than we have loved anything before. We must, 
however, remember that Toc H is a growing 
organisation, young and active, so don't let us be 
frightened if we find that there should be changes in 
character. We ought to expect changes where a 
young and growing body is concerned... 


The primary object of Toc H, then, is not jobs: 
the primary object is to change the attitude of 
members towards their fellows; somehow to make 
ordinary blokes feel that christian principles are not 
only right, but workable, something we can put into 
practice, and so make us want and long to give 
ourselves to other people...” 


extract from ‘Why The Jobmaster?’ an article by an 
anonymous ex-jobmaster published in the Toc H Journal, 
October 1930 


[for PURITY, 
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